Core Purpose
The core purpose of Meadows & Districts Kinalergam‘en is to Provio’e clualh‘y
education in parfnership with families for all of our children in a safe, equifable,
respecfful, and supporﬁve Iearning environment. Our Iearning is co-constructed
’rhrough a play—based curriculum that is cha”enging, rewarding, relevant,

inspiring, and fun.

Our curriculum is based on the National \Early Years Learning Framework -
Belonging, Being and Becoming'. Our assessment and re,oorﬁng is based on the

Learning Outcomes within this Framework.

Our Phi'osophy
We recognise and celebrate the aliversh‘y that contributes to the richness and

uniqueness of our communi’rzj.

We believe qualh‘y education is educators working in parfnership with and

valuing the perspecﬁves of children, families, and the communh‘y.

A safe, respecﬁfu[, engaging, and natural Iearning environment a’evelops children’s

confidence to become resilient and curious lhfe-[ong learners.

Providing opporfuniﬁes to learn from and on Coum‘ry fosters a 9rea1er
undersfanding of First Nations ways of knowing and being while worl(ing

towards a sustainable future.

Children grow and learn H’lrough a Plag-based curriculum that is c”ra”enging,

intentional, rewarding, relevant, inspiring, and fun.
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Educators (202‘!-)

Director Brigiﬁe French

Teachers Robyn Jones, Ellen Quirk, Janet
Prince

Occasional Care Rebecca Perkins, Rani Turner

Earlg Childhood Workers Rebecca Perkins, /\ngela Jones

Kindergarfen Session Times 2025

/V\onday/Tuesday 8.20 am—3.10 pm

Wednesday/ﬂ’vursdag 8.20 am—3.10 pm

Kindergarfen Services
Kindergarfen is funded by the Deparfmenf for Education with

additional funds raised from parenf fees, fundmising and 9mm‘s.

The Kindergarfen Provides the fo”owing services:

Sessional Preschool = |5 hours a week for Ll-—year—o/a’s for the year
Prior to school enfry.

Ear’g Enfr(j/ExTended Kindergarfen - There is Provision for a child
to attend for an extra term in exceF’riona/ circumstances eg.
developmenfal olelay, or children in care. Please speak with the
Director for more information.

Occasional Care is available for 2 and 3—year‘—olds on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and odd week Frialays from 8.30 am to 11.30 am.
Please contact our Occasional Care coordinator Rebecca Perkins at
the kindergar’ren on 08 8388 3005 for more information.

All services deloem/ on vacancies and Ioriorify of access. Sessional

Preschool has priarify over all services.
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Bushfire Information

We want to ensure families are well preparea[ for a bushfire
emergency. A bushfire ‘risk raﬁng, is applied to all schools and
preschools in a’esignafed bushﬂre—f?rone areas. Qur site is an R3
(medium to low risI() rated site. Qur site will CLOSE on
Cafasfro'phic fire danger da‘b‘;s.

>/OU can l're/,o us PV‘@PGV‘@ fOV ﬂ')e ﬂ're danger season b%

reading and familiarising gourself with all bushfire
information provio/ea[ to you including our site emergency

managemenf Plan

fa/king to your child about what will l’lappen if a

bushfire occurs when ﬁ'iey are in kindergar’ren

making a personal bushfire survival p/an for your
familg and /eﬁing us know if this will affect your child’s
attendance (Visit the CFS website for more information

on l’lOW to develop yOUV’ own PIGH)

making sure your emergency contact details are updafed
and provided to us before the start of the fire danger

season

If a bushfire is approaching, the safefg of children and other
occu,oan’rs at our l(ina’ergarfen is the Img’nesf priorh‘y. In these

situations, we will:

o move to our a/esignm‘ed bushfire shelter (inside the main

kindergarfen bui/ding)
engage our Emergencg Bushfire Procedure
remain inside until the main firefront has passeo/

listen to local radio, monitor the CFS website, and work
with the Securh‘g and Emergencg /V\anagemen’r unit to
manage the situation and sfag informed about changing

conditions



Ways you can suPPorf the kindergarten

We pride ourselves in Providing an environment where families feel
welcome. [f you have any parﬁcular skills or interests, orjusf a
keenness to be involved, please let us know! Some of the ways you

can be involved in the kino/ergarfen are:

Curriculum support

Come along and read with the children, sfay and play, share your
skills and interests, volunteer to lead a Iearning experience (arf, craft,
music, woodwork, cooking, sporf/exercise, science), or share
someﬁ’ting about yourjob. Please talk with educators about ways

you would like to be involved in the curriculum.

Governing Council

All families are welcome to become members of the Governing
Council. The Governing Council meets twice a term and assists with
managing the kindergarfen. This involves Ine’ping to alevelop, oversee,
and review Iong—ferm pl(ms that guide the direction of the
kindergarfen, esfablishing and overseeing the budgef, keeping facilities
in 9000] repair, and Fundraising for items not covered in regular site

fundimg.

Please scan to regisfer your interest in nominaﬁng for the Goveming

Council in 2025.

Additional Services
Student Support Services (SSS) works with Preschools and schools
where there are children and young people who have parﬁcular
educational support needs. This can include:

. deve/opmenfal delag/disabilify

. Iearning difficulties

e behavioural issues (socia//emoﬁonal)

e health or we”being issues

. disengagemenf/non—aﬁendance issues

e communication difficulties.

We can discuss your child’s needs with the deparfmenfls SSS team.
SSS will provide advice, recommendations and involve their team

members HC necessary.

Child and Fami’y Health Services offers a health check for  to

5—year‘—old children. These are available at the kindergarfen at

speciﬂea’ times during the Year, or can be booked at the local

CAHES office by Phonmg
1300 /33 606

All children are e/igible to J'oin the free School Dental Service at Mt

Barker. For information about aPPoinfmen’rs and fees, contact the

School Dental Clinic at: 08 839] 0858.

Fees
Sessional Preschool $800 for the year
Occasional Care $5 per session, $2.5O for 2nd child

$/.5O for concession

Preschool fees are paid in three instalments and include all incursions
and excursions that are a reoluired part of our kindergarfen
program. You will also receive a logoed broad brimmed hat and
t-shirt. Occasional Care fees are paid blj the term. Please refer to
the Kindergar’ren/s Fees Collection Policg for more details.



Kindergarfen Procedures

Arrival (between 8:20-9:00 am)

Kindergarfen sessions begm at 8.20 am and we ask that you do not arrive
before this time. This enables educators to complefe imporfanf tasks such as
preparing for the day and having confidential conversations. On arrival, your
child will be welcomed by educators and supporfed to Flace their bag in their
named locker. Please sign your child in on the attendance sheet. If someone
different will be co”ecﬁng your child from kindergarfen, please let us know
before Pick—up time.

Collection (befween 2:50-3:10 Fm)
[t is essential to arrive by 310 pm to collect your child (as educators have

imporfanf tasks that need to be complefea[ when children are not Presem‘ le.,
team reflection time to review the day, assessment, and reporﬁng, and pre,oaring
exPeriences). Please wait for an educator to dismiss your child before /eaving

with them and sign them out on the attendance sheet.

Food and Drink

In line with our Hea’ﬂqy Food and Nutrition Policy, our kindergarfen Promofes
safe healﬂny eaﬁng habits. Please send a nutritious Packed lunch, incluo/ing fruits
or vege’rables for a morning snack, and a water bottle. Children are encourageol

to drink water regularly, and educators will refill water bottles as requireo/.

Please note that our Llhdergarfen s an IA//ery Aware’ site which means
we may requesf that some foods be restricted a’e,oena’ing on the medical
needs of the children enrolled. We will inform families of any foods that

are restricted.

In case of absence/ illness

[t is beneficial for your child to attend kindergarfen regu/ar’y. If your
child will be absent, please noﬁfy educators as soon as possib/e. Please
let educators know the reason for absence as it is imporfanf that we
are aware of illnesses. If your child is unwell, Please keep them home to

minimise the spread of infection.

Dress

Dress your child in comfortable Sun Safe cloﬂ'ﬁng; pam‘s, Tops with
sleeves, a hat (no caps) and rubber—soled shoes are prefemb/e. Please
send a named cl’vange of clothes in your child’s bag in case ﬁ')ey 9e)‘
wet or olirfy. Children will be Provided with a SunSmart Polo shirt and
hat as Farf of their kindergarfen fees. Additional polo shirts and
jumpers with the kindergarl‘en Iogo are available for purchase from the

kindergarfen.

Communication

Please nofhcy educators if your contact details change, eg. Phone
number, aololress, details of your emergency contacts, efc.

Most correspondence is sent to families elecfronica”lj, S0 Please ensure
that you inform us of any changes to your provided contact
information.

Imporfanf information is placed on the whiteboard by the entrance and
emailed to families. The educational program is displayed inside.
Educators are available for short informal conversations and
appoinfmenfs can be made if you would like a /onger opporfunifg to

discuss your child’s progress.

Policies

The kindergarfen policies are available in hard copy at the kindergarfen.



How to prepare your child for I(inderqarfen:

Plan more social activities

All Preschool children have to gef along with other children. [f your child
hasn't spenf much time in a group with other children, then activities such

as sharing, faking turns, and P/aying coopemﬁvelg can be very difficult.

HeIP your child 9ef used to being ,oarf of a group bg arranging playclafes
with one or two peers or enro”ing your child in a P/a%roup/kina/ergarfen

or OCCGS[OV!GI care.

Give your child a sense of what to ex'pecf

It's the rare child who isn't at least a little anxious about sfarﬁng
preschoo/. Resist the fempfaﬁon to say Hﬂings like "It'l be the most fun
5ou‘ve ever Iqad," or "There's nofhing to be afraid of". Instead, helf) calm

your child’s fears with information.

Talk to your child about what to ex,oec)L when he/she gefs to preschool —
where your child will be going, what he/she will be doing, and who will
be in the class with your child.

You can also read stories about sfarﬁng school. Some gooa’ ones to frg
are Go/ng to School, by Anne Civardi and Sfephen Carfwrighf, Preschooi
Day Hooray./ B(j Linda l_eopold Strauss, and /V\aisg Goes to Preschool by
Lucy Cousins.

Usborne first Experiences
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Come up with a good—bye ritual/routine

If this is the first time your child will be away from you, she/he may
worry that gou're not coming back, or that you'” 9et lost and won't be

able to find your way back to the preschool to pick her/ him up at the
end of the dag.

Invent a special parﬁng ritual you do each time you a’rop your child off
— such as a high—ﬂve, or saging someﬂqing like, ‘I'l'be back to 9e1‘ you

soon, long before we See ’r’qe MOOH".

During the first few dags, allow extra time to 9e1‘ your child ready and
out the door in the morning. The calmer fhings are at home, the easier

the separaﬁon will be.

And al’rhough you may be ’rempfea’ to sneak out without so much as a
wave when you a’rop your child off, don't do it. He/ she will on/xj be more

o/isfressed when he/she realises you're 9one.

Instead, make a poin’r of saging gooa’bye. Don't drag it out or let on that
you may be upsef, too. Just do it maﬁer—of—facﬂy and confia’enﬂg and

your child will learn to do the same.

Practice ’isfening skills

Preschool teachers often encourage their busg young pupils to sit still and
listen. You can help your child prepare for this request bg occasiona”g
asking your child to sit quieﬂg and close her/his eyes, and then ask
her/him to tell you all the different sounds she/he hears. Talk about

what's making the sounds and where the sounds are coming from.

In preschool, children also learn to listen and follow directions that involve
more than one sfep. Start asking your child to do a series of fl’lings, such
as take her/his shoes to her/his room and put them in the cupboaral. Or
go to the bathroom and wash her/his hands and then come and help
you set the dinner table.



You can also plag games that require your child to listen to directions, solve
problems, and take turns. For instance, plavj | SP‘:’ in the car or on walks

arouna’ E’OUV‘ neighbourhood.

Give hints about someﬁning You see, ‘I spy with my little eye somefhing that
is.tall." Your child has to ask you quesﬁons about the objec’r until he/she

guesses what it is.

Simon Says is another 9000’ Iisfening-and-direcﬁon—fo”owing game.
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How you feel:

How you feel about Ieaving your child at preschoo/ will 9rea’r/g impacf on how
YOUR child feels. If You are confident, your child will have a 9rea’r time and
enjoy his/her time at preschoo[. If You are Feeling anxious about your child
sfarﬁng preschoo/, please see staff who will supporf you and your familg.

Learning injuries
7 7

During your child’s time at Preschool, H’!ey may gef hurt while Io/aying. We
refer to these as Iearm'ng injuries. Each inj’ury is a chance for children to learn
about their bodies, about the space around their bodies, and learn to be resilient.

If first aid is given, we will leave a note in the sign—in book informing

parem‘s/carers to sign our accident reporf form. We will let you know if your

child has a head injurg, no matter how sligl'n‘.

What learning looks like in Preschool com'pared to_school

We understand that many parents are impatient for their children to
learn how to read and write. However, children need to have strong
foundations in many other areas. Below is the link to ACECQA which
quides the Early Years and the Early Years Learning Framework,

which all preschoo[s are reciuired to follow.

1'1ﬁps://vvww.aceco!a.gov.au/

cl'lromeexfension://efaiolnbmnnnib'pcajlpcgIc[eﬂndmkaj/’qffps://www.aceco!a.gov.a

u/sites/ default/files/2023-01/EYLF-2022-V2.0.pdf



http://www.babycenter.com/210_i-spy_25367.bc
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/

The lh‘emcg and numeracy indicators we use to supporf our reporﬁng on children’s Iearning.

Literacy chart

Numeracy chart

Notice objects,
events and space
have measurable
attributes

Use measurement
to compare objects,
events and space

Recognise that
the prindiples of
measurement do
not change

Choose and use
the appropriate
tool and strategy
for the attribute

Use comparative

Use language
appropriats

@ 10 Connect ;.
gu29' 'lh,,,’

(reating ang

Understand what has
unicated

familiar texts '04',,9 A Actively inquire to
eaning

EYLF and the child

Learning processes

Indicators

Key elements
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Use the position

location, amangement

and movement of
Use properties of myself, others and
shapeto make things  Objectsforapurpose  Notice 20 aspects
fit, balance and of 3D objects

transform o)
N o shacein gy
Joce the
o o,
sning 'Paso,,,-,, i Notice quantity as

i Q““ an attribute

Divide or combine
quantities to form
new quantities

Use the standard
number system

Use quantification to
describe and compare

Notice and use Collect, sort and
likelihood in my organise data
everyday routine

Use data as part of my
Interpret and use data everyday routine
to make decisions

0000

EYLF and the child

Learning processes

Indicators

Key elements



